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And now we welcome the new year. Full of things that have never been.
 

                                                                              Rainer Maria Rilke
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The View from Dacia Boulevard, Director's notes
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The Future starts here.

Rob Ford
CEO & Director. 

We have reached the end of another calendar year and the end of a 
long 1st semester that started off in the bright September sunshine 
and finishes in the cold, dark December of Winter. These are 16 
very long weeks but so essential in the foundations for the success 
in the second semester leading down to national and Cambridge 
exams for so many of our students. At the beginning of the new 
academic year we focused on the three pillars of developing our 
students in the academic, wellbeing and wider extracurricular role 
of our educational model. We started the new semester with the 
largest number of students to date, nearly 700, and our second 
cohort of graduates went off to study at universities around the 
World and some closer to home. We also started with the largest 
number of teachers and staff from around the globe and locally, to 
serve over 25 nationalities.
These past few weeks have been about celebrating our students and education, balancing the 
very academic centre of our purpose. We know the pressures of the 2020s on our community very 
well. Students see where the precious investments of their families, the hopes and ambitions, are 
going as we prepare for option choice evenings in IGCSE and A Level, mock exams and the 
ongoing process of Grade 12 applications to universities. The 2020s are not easy and sometimes 
we all worry about the future. We still face a senseless but brutal war over our border that is 
close to 3 years this February. Our values are central to fostering optimism and hope for a better 
future, creating global citizens and daily I see these in action in our students as they live, learn 
and develop. All the time we are all working hard to make this time in school positive and 
looking to a good future. 

I was reminded the other day of this proverb; "Those who say it cannot be done should get out 
of the way of those who say it can". I always think this sums up the journey of Heritage as an 
international school in its short life so far enjoying its 8th year, changing for the better 
education in Moldova and the wider World. True to the mission and vision of our two 
remarkable Founders, Mrs. Natalia and Mr. Sinan. My personal thanks to the Board, the 
hardworking staff, the brilliant students, our wider community and especially our Heritage 
families for their trust and support. Take time to read all the wonderful activities and events 
that made the end of Semester 1 memorable and meaningful days in education. Have a 
wonderful break, time with families and friends. My season greetings to all and here is to a 
happy and hopeful 2025. I look forward to seeing everyone back in January for semester 2. 



Heritage in the Wider World
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Heritage in the Wider World
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For the second consecutive year, Alina Trofim has been honored by the Ministry as the best teacher for 
preparing students for olympic competitions. Her dedication and expertise have led to remarkable 
results, with her students achieving top positions in both national and international science 
competitions. Alina's commitment to nurturing young talent and fostering academic excellence has 
had a profound impact on her students, helping them achieve recognition and gain valuable 
experiences that will enrich their future careers. Her passion for education continues to inspire both 
her students and colleagues at Heritage International School.

Alina Trofim Recognized for Excellence in Preparing Students for Competitions



Articles/Stories of Interest:

9 Ways to Embrace 
Winter—Even if You Think 
You Hate It;

link

1
100 Notable Books of 
2024 - The New York 
Times;

link

2
Moldova, your Christmas home;

link

3

AREAL/FOMS. Christmas Week 
Shelter Appeal. With just a week to go 
to the big day we know everyone is 
very busy, but could you please spare 
us a few pounds or Euros to help feed 
our shelter rescued dogs and cats this 
Christmas? We have over 300 
homeless pets with hungry tummies to 
fill, so we would be very grateful for 
any help and support; 

link

4
Child Aid Winter Appeal.  Esther 
House in rural Moldova is a day 
centre for children aged 5-15 who 
are at risk. They are from poor 
families, often left with relatives or 
neighbours when parents work 
abroad; are in single parent 
families; or from families where 
there is alcohol abuse and violence;

link

5
The Winter Project Moldova aims to 
reach hundreds of children from 
socially vulnerable families and 
placement centers. It consists of 
Christmas themed activities, fun 
costumes, bright decorations, music, 
entertainment shows, plenty of food 
and sweets, and a carefully prepared 
gift for every child, brought by 
Santa;

link

6

30 Unique Ways Christmas Is 
Celebrated Around the World;

link

7
The Age of Instagram Face;

link

8

6

9
2024, The Year in Pictures;

link

https://www.newyorker.com/humor/daily-shouts/ideas-for-how-taylor-swift-can-harness-her-powers-for-good
https://time.com/7172622/how-to-embrace-winter-mindset/
https://time.com/7172622/how-to-embrace-winter-mindset/
https://time.com/6554322/how-to-use-social-media-less/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/11/26/books/notable-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/11/26/books/notable-books.html
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2024/jan/17/kids-reading-better-paper-vs-screen
https://moldova.travel/en/going-home-to-christmas/
https://moldova.travel/en/going-home-to-christmas/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/25/moldova-christmas-food-mother-recipes-past
https://www.facebook.com/moldaviandogrescue
https://www.facebook.com/moldaviandogrescue
https://variety.com/2023/film/reviews/one-life-review-anthony-hopkins-1235719982/
https://www.childaidee.org.uk/appeal/esther-house-moldova/
https://www.childaidee.org.uk/appeal/esther-house-moldova/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/which-chinese-new-year-animal-are-you-like
https://www.themoldovaproject.org/activities/winter-project/
https://www.themoldovaproject.org/activities/winter-project/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/26/movies/the-holdovers-review-alexander-payne.html
https://time.com/7202959/unique-christmas-holiday-celebrations-us-world-traditions/
https://time.com/7202959/unique-christmas-holiday-celebrations-us-world-traditions/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/decade-in-review/the-age-of-instagram-face
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2024/specials/year-in-pictures/


The Heritage 10 Golden Rules

We want everyone to enjoy Heritage International School and have a successful, 
fulfilling, and rewarding academic year.  To all those joining us for the first time 
and those who come to regular school at Heritage, we are all members of 
Heritage for the time we are here and we all follow the same code of respect to 
ensure everyone is kept safe and we enjoy our school.

1) We listen to & respect those looking after us, and teaching us, and always follow 
their instructions.

2) We respect and look after each other as students of Heritage. We are a caring 
community.

3) If unsure, we ask one of our teachers or support staff.

4) We are always aware of being safe, especially around physical & practical 
activities

5) The way we speak to each other and the words we use are the right ones 

6) If someone is not well or unhappy, we let one of the adults looking after us know

7) We make sure we have the right clothes and equipment for each day.

8) We make sure we are on time and if we are late we make sure people looking after 
us know.

9) We are responsible for our behaviour as a student of Heritage. 

10) We make sure we engage in our learning, grow in our knowledge and 
understanding, achieve our best and potential, be contributing and valued 
members of our community, and get the most out of our school opportunities.

7



News from Primary

Heritage International School's Primary Christmas Concert delighted the audience with 
performances from our youngest stars. Dressed in festive attire, the children filled the air with 
holiday cheer through songs, dances, and skits. Their energy and enthusiasm captured the 
true spirit of Christmas, creating a joyful and memorable experience for all.

8

A Sweet Celebration: Heritage Primary School Christmas Concert



News from Primary
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View all materials at the link:

News from Primary
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link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NbnGY2Sjr1BsX_QoeYhOaIhM569tGqZz?usp=drive_link


View all materials at the link:

News from Primary
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This year, our Stage 6 class proudly continued the delightful tradition, now in its fifth year, of 
making and decorating gingerbread cookies!  The activity featured a friendly competition that 
showcased our students' creativity, teamwork, and festive spirit. A big congratulations to 
Alexandra for her outstanding design, which earned her the top spot! This cherished tradition 
not only celebrates artistic expression but also strengthens the sense of community and 
camaraderie among our students.

Gingerbread cookies

link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uRZUl9YwcRn5aL41Y8bkmxn6N-4juZ06?usp=sharing


View all materials at the link:

News from Primary

2A 2B English: Weather Chart Project in Class

12

The students worked on creating a Weather Chart project. They happily 
presented their creative work, described the different seasons, and compared the 
weather throughout the week. The project was completed with great joy and 
enthusiasm!  

link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Yxfe2XEHxN6bhMoSFQjU0I-Oh4nnxwoF


View all materials at the link:

News from Primary

The students discovered how the Nile supported life, farming, and trade. They enthusiastically 
worked on projects, exploring topics such as how houses were built and how the Shaduf helped 
bring water to the fields. They also learned about the Ancient Egyptians' belief in many gods 
and explored the life of Pharaoh Tutankhamun. Additionally, they studied the significance of 
the pyramids and the board game Senet.

3A 3B IPC: Exit Point 'Exploring Ancient Egypt & The Importance of the 
Nile River'

link
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1FrcSBjU8THBJNKiZchNQSnHsWWnbdV2V


News from Primary
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2A’s Christmas celebration took students on a whimsical trip to Santa’s house, where 
they enjoyed a fun-filled day of games, dances, songs, and plenty of smiles. The 
children embraced the holiday spirit as they participated in festive activities and 
spread joy with their lively performances.

A Magical Journey to Santa's House: 2A’s Christmas Adventure



News from Primary

The students of 6E brought the magic of Christmas to life by creating their own 
sorcova, a traditional Romanian New Year's custom. Through their creativity, they 
crafted colorful branches adorned with decorations, and shared the joy of this festive 
tradition with the school.

Carols and Sorcova: A Holiday Tradition 

15



News from Primary
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5E's trip to Santa's grotto

5E had an unforgettable time at "Santa's House," where they were immersed in the holiday spirit. They 
sang, danced, and were entertained by Santa's cheerful helpers. To top it all off, each student was 
treated to a sweet present, making the experience even more magical. It was a truly festive and 
memorable day, filled with joy and holiday cheer!



News from Primary
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Secret Santa brought joy and positive emotions among the students of class 2A.

Secret Santa in 2A



News from Primary

18

Throughout this semester, the 1E students demonstrated great dedication and effort to earn their own 
Classroom Cash through consistent hard work and positive behaviour. They accumulated their 
earnings by actively participating in class, completing assignments, and showing good teamwork. On 
the final day of school, the students had the exciting opportunity to spend their hard-earned 
Classroom Cash at the Classroom Shop, where they could choose from a variety of rewards. This 
activity not only celebrated their achievements but also encouraged them to reflect on the value of 
perseverance and effort.

Classroom Shop



News from Primary

The children from 1E had the opportunity to visit the National Theatre of Opera and Ballet "Maria 
Biesu." During the trip, they toured the director's practice room, explored the stage and had a close-up 
view of the set designs, and learned about the orchestra and its instruments. Additionally, they 
attended a rehearsal for the first act of Carmen, where they enjoyed several iconic musical pieces.

A Glimpse Behind the Curtains: 1E's Visit to the National Theatre of Opera and 
Ballet "Maria Biesu

19



View all materials at the link:

News from Primary
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In the spirit of the season, 4B students participated in a Christmas-themed math lesson that 
combined learning with fun. Working in teams, they tackled project-based tasks designed to 
develop their logical and mathematical thinking. The classroom was filled with excitement as 
students competed for the title of the most accurate and fastest problem solvers, while 
discussing solutions and showing creativity. To conclude the festive session, each student 
received a Christmas ornament engraved with "Best Mathematics Expert," a sweet reminder of 
their hard work and the holiday spirit that filled the day.

Math, Fun, and Festive Spirit: 4B’s Christmas-Themed Math 
Challenge

link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14wt1MKszYjc-YIvOTYSQqkbvry7BjiIO


News from Primary

The naughtiest elves danced on the school stage! Did you see them? Class 2A students 
worked hard to create a beautiful dance.

2A- Christmas party

21



News from Primary

Interesting Activities in 3A: Christmas Market and Boots for St. Nicholas

22

In class 3A, the holiday spirit was in full swing with two delightful activities. The students organized their 
own Christmas Market, where they showcased creative projects and festive decorations, bringing the joy 
of the season to life. They also crafted boots for St. Nicholas, a fun tradition where each student made 
their own personalized boot to celebrate the arrival of St. Nicholas. These activities not only sparked 
creativity but also deepened their connection to Christmas traditions, filling the classroom with holiday 
cheer!



News from Secondary

Message from the Head of Secondary

23

Dear Students, Parents, and Staff,

As we reach the end of this incredible calendar year, I want to 
take a moment to reflect on the extraordinary semester we've 
had together. It has been a period filled with remarkable 
achievements, vibrant activities, and a strong sense of 
community. 

To our brilliant students, I am immensely proud of each and 
every one of you. Your dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm 
have led to outstanding successes. From winning competitions 
(such as World Scholars Cup) to organizing events through the 

Student Council (Talent Show and Winter Ball), you have shown what it means to be active and 
engaged members of our school. Every week brought something new and exciting, and it was a joy 
to witness your growth and accomplishments.

Our dedicated teachers have been your guiding lights, providing support and inspiration every step 
of the way. Their commitment to your education and well-being has been unwavering, and 
together, you have achieved great things.

I would also like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful parents. Your contributions 
through volunteering, donations, and unshakable support have been invaluable. You have played a 
crucial role in creating a nurturing and thriving environment for our students.

Thank you all for making this semester so productive and successful. I look forward to continuing 
this journey together and achieving even greater heights in the coming year.

Warmest regards,

Tatiana Popa  
Head of Secondary



News from Secondary
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This Week Assembly- Assembly on Winter celebrations around the 
world



News from Secondary
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Cambridge International Qualifications
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Facts and figures About Cambridge International Qualifications:

Here are the the facts why the Cambridge International is famous for 

● Cambridge Assessment International Education is the world’s largest provider of 
international education programmes and qualifications for 5 to 19 year olds.

● Over 10,000 schools in more than 160 countries offer Cambridge programmes and 
qualifications.

● Every year, nearly a million Cambridge learners prepare for their future with an education 
from Cambridge International.

● We are part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a not-for-profit organisation and 
part of the world-renowned University of Cambridge.

● The first Cambridge international exams were taken in Trinidad in 1864 by six candidates.

Programmes and qualifications offer at Cambridge International:

Here are the facts why Heritage International School offers the qualifications of Cambridge Primary, 
Cambridge Secondary Checkpoint, IGCSE and GCE AS and A Level at the campus. 

● Cambridge Primary is taught in more than 2300 schools in over 120 countries. There are 
over 96,000 entries for Cambridge Primary Checkpoint each year.

● Cambridge Lower Secondary is taught in more than 3800 schools in nearly 140 countries. 
Every year we receive over 110,000 entries for Cambridge Lower Secondary Checkpoint, our 
tests for 11 to 14 year olds.

● Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification for 14 to 16 year 
olds. It is taken in over 150 countries and in more than 5000 schools around the world.

● 2018 marked the 30th anniversary of the first Cambridge IGCSE exam.
● More than 250,000 students worldwide took Cambridge IGCSE and O Level exams in our 

June 2022 series.
● We are the world’s biggest provider of O Level qualifications. Cambridge O Level is taught 

in over 50 countries.
● Cambridge International AS & A Levels are taught in over 130 countries. Over 220,000 

students around the world took Cambridge International AS & A Level exams in our June 
2022 series.

● More than 2200 universities in 90 countries formally recognise Cambridge qualifications, 
including all UK universities and over 850 in the US.

For further information about Cambridge International 
Programmes and Qualifications, please visit the website link

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/


Student Leadership
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This year, eight talented students from Heritage—Nichita, Ștefania, Felicia, Lena, Alexandra, Teodor, 
Valeriu, and Dumitru—were awarded for their exceptional performance in science, earning prestigious prizes 
and diplomas to enhance their CVs.

A special congratulations is extended to Ștefania Gațcan, who, through her dedication and innovation, was 
awarded a patent for the creation of an antiviral and antibacterial preparation.

The entire Heritage community celebrates these remarkable achievements, and wishes continued success to 
all students striving for new accomplishments in the year ahead!

Heritage Students Excel at National and International Competitions



Student Leadership
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Heritage Talent Show Shines with Incredible Young Performers

 Eight talented young stars from Heritage took the stage at our Talent Show, dazzling the audience 
with their incredible artistic abilities. Each performer displayed amazing creativity and passion, 
leaving everyone in awe. After much deliberation, we’re excited to announce the winners:
🥇 First Place: Sanda-Bianca and Mihai (tie!)
🥈 Second Place: Gabriel
🥉 Third Place: Loredana

A huge thank you to DJ Dragoș for creating the perfect atmosphere, and to our event host, 
Sanda-Bianca! 

 We are so proud of all our participants—Heritage students, you are truly amazing! Keep shining!



Student Leadership
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Thank you to all students who took part in our Christmas Card Competition. Your creativity 
and effort brightened this festive season. We are proud of your wonderful contributions.

As we celebrate Christmas, we recognize the joy and spirit you’ve brought to our school. Your 
participation made this time of year even more special for all of us

Christmas Card Competition – A Special Thank You



Student Leadership
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University Destinations 2024



Student Leadership
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Heritage Globe

Back copies of the International Heritage Herald can be found on our website.

 Link here: https://www.heritage.md/en/school/heritage-herald

https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/heritageglobespringedition
https://www.heritage.md/en/school/heritage-herald


Digital Corner 
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News from Library
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Pastoral Care Corner 
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A Kind Reminder from the Head of Pastoral

Dear Parents,

Please ensure your child adheres to the school uniform 
policy. Here are a few key points to note:

● Visit the school uniform shop to find the correct 
size for your child.

● If suitable sizes are unavailable, students may 
wear a white top and black bottom as an interim 
measure.

● If your child arrives without the proper uniform, you 
will be contacted to:

○ Bring the correct uniform to school, or
○ Pick up your child to change at home.

● A special request to IGCSE parents with female 
students: skirts should be no shorter than 10 cm 
above the knees.

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain 
high standards.



Pastoral Care Corner 
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School Improvement Priorities Headlines 2024-25
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School Improvement Priorities Headlines 2024-25: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NOzY-Vr7U7rrLPeUTzDkPKS6k2AvCMYGbMv7Bn4LfQ4/edit?usp=sharing


School Information

Attendance is not just a procedural requirement; it is a fundamental factor that contributes significantly 
to a student's academic success by facilitating effective learning, collaboration, and overall personal 
development.

Children and young people who regularly attend school have better health outcomes, better employment 
outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives. It is important that children develop habits of regular 
attendance at an early age.

37



School Information
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Uniform Reminder
Students are kindly asked to wear the Heritage uniforms, and in case they didn't find sizes for their respective 
colours, to wear white tops and black bottoms, as instructed by our Head of Pastoral at the beginning of the 
year.The school uniforms variations are as follows:

Read more details in the School Uniform Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_jbSurYszlxX7d9kRrHHrvjH9uBGAWb/edit


School Information
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Uniform Reminder
Students are kindly asked to wear the Heritage uniforms, and in case they didn't find sizes for their respective 
colours, to wear white tops and black bottoms, as instructed by our Head of Pastoral at the beginning of the 
year.The school uniforms variations are as follows:

Read more details in the School Uniform Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_jbSurYszlxX7d9kRrHHrvjH9uBGAWb/edit


School Information
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Uniform Reminder
Students are kindly asked to wear the Heritage uniforms, and in case they didn't find sizes for their 
respective colours, to wear white tops and black bottoms, as instructed by our Head of Pastoral at 
the beginning of the year.The school uniforms variations are as follows:

Read more details in the School Uniform Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_jbSurYszlxX7d9kRrHHrvjH9uBGAWb/edit


School Information
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The Heritage community came together in a heartwarming display of generosity, raising 
60,000 MDL during our "Christmas Bake Sale" event! Students and their families baked a 
variety of sweets and cookies, which were sold to support a vulnerable family in need. 
Identified by CCF Moldova, the family consists of a single father and his four children, who 
will greatly benefit from this much-needed financial aid. A huge thank you to everyone who 
contributed—your kindness and spirit of giving have made a real difference this holiday 
season!

Heritage Community Raises 60,000 MDL for Charity at Christmas Bake Sale



Action for Happiness Calendar 
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25.12.2024 -08.01.2025 
(14 days)

Winter Break

9th January 2025 Resumption for the Second Semester

13th - 17th January 2025 Romanian Language Week

15th January 2025 National Culture Day

 23rd January 2025 International Handwriting Day

20th - 24th January 2025 Arts Week

Key Dates

See the Academic Calendar here

https://www.heritage.md/en/learning/academic-calendar


MAIN 
CONTACTS

Social Media:
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facebook

instagram

twitter

linkedIn

Contact us: 

+373 620 222 10

Back copies of the 
International Heritage Herald 
can be found on our website: 
https://www.heritage.md/en/sc
hool/heritage-herald

CEO & Director:
director@heritage.md

Deputy & Academic Director
inga.chiosa@heritage.md

Head of Primary School:
bujag.adriana@heritage.md

Head of Secondary
tatiana.popa@heritage.md

National Secondary Coordinator:
livia.state@heritage.md

Head of Lyceum:
dorina.calinovscaia@heritage.md

Transportation service:
transport@heritage.md

Catering services:
meals@hertage.md

Admission:
admission@heritage.md

Exam officer:
cambridge.exams@heritage.md

Pastoral Care:
larisa.mirza@heritage.md

Absences:
                                   attendance@heritage.md

Governors:
governorsclerk@heritage.md

English language courses for children and adults: 
language.academy@heritage.md

Admin Kinderpedia:
admin.kinderpedia@heritage.md 

Uniform:
 uniform@heritage.md 

https://www.facebook.com/heritage.moldova/
https://www.instagram.com/heritagemoldova/
https://twitter.com/his_moldova
https://md.linkedin.com/company/heritage-international-school-of-chisinau
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